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SUBJ: UNDP: EORMAL OPENING OE 23RD GOVERNING COUNCIL SESSION 

1. SUMMARY: THE 23RD UNDP GOVERNING COUNCIL OPENED ON 
JANUARY 18 WITH MAJOR STATEMENTS BY UNDP ADMINISTRATOR 
BRADEORD MORSE AND THE UNITED KINGDOM MINISTER FOR OVERSEAS 
DEVELOPMENT, MR. FRANK JUDD. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE 23RD GOVERNING COUNCIL SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM (UNDP) WAS FORMALLY OPENED JANUARY 18. 
FOLLOWING INTRODUCTORY REMARKS BY THE DEPARTING PRESIDENT 
OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL ALARCON (CUBA), THE ELECTION OF 
OFFICERS TOOK PLACE. THOSE ELECTED WERE: PRESIDENT- AMB. 

JOHAN KAUFMANN, NETHERLANDS' PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE TO THE 
UNITED NATIONS, NOMINATED BY SWEDEN; VICE PRESIDENT-MR. 

SARFRAZ KHAN MALIK, PAKISTAN MINISTRY OF FINANCE, NOMINATED 
BY INDIA; VICE PRESIDENT- AMB. RAUL DESMARAS LUZURIAGA, 

ARGENTINE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS (HE WILL ALSO SERVE 
AS PRESIDENT OF THE CONFERENCE ON TCDC); VICE PRESIDENT 
MR. EVLOGY BONEV, BULGARIAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

NOMINATED BY POLAND; RAPPORTEUR-P.J. KUYEMBEH 
SIERRA LEONE, NOMINATED BY GUINEA. THE COUNCIL THEN 
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APPROVED THE AGENDA AND THE ORGANIZATION OF WORK (DP/212). 

3. THE CENTERPIECE OF THE FIRST SESSION WAS A LENGTHY 
STATEMENT BY ADMINISTRATOR MORSE IN WHICH HE RECEIVED THE 
STATUS OF THE PROGRAM AND POSED A BASIC QUESTION; "SHOULD 
UNDP BE RESTORED AS THE PRIME CHANNEL OF DEVELOPMENT 
ASSISTANCE?" ADMINISTRATOR MORSE RECOMMENDED THE 
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INITIATION OF A DIALOGUE LEADING TO CLEAR DIRECTIVES 
EROM THE GOVERNING COUNCIL ON THE BASIS OE 
WHICH UNDP WOULD DRAET AN IN-DEPTH DOCUMENT TO BE DIS- 
CUSSED AT THE NEXT SESSION OE THE COUNCIL. MORSE'S 
STATEMENT WAS EOLLOWED BY AN EXCELLENT SPEECH BY MR. ERANK 
JUDD, MINISTER FOR OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT, UNITED KINDDOM 
(BOTH MORSE AND UK SPEECHES ARE BEING POUCHED TO THE 
DEPARTMENT). THE UK REP STRONGLY SUPPORTED A CENTRAL 
COORDINATIVE ROLE FOR UNDP AND URGED GREATER COOPERATION 
WITH SPECIALIZED AGENCIES IN THIS REGARD. HE SAID THAT 
THE UK, DESPITE INTERNAL STRICTURES AND AN OVERALL 
REDUCTION OE 10 PERCENT IN ITS EXTERNAL AID PROGRAM, 

INTENDED TO CONTINUE ITS ROLE IN PROMOTING ECONOMIC DEVELOP- 
MENT THROUGH THE UNDP. MR. JUDD ANNOUNCED THAT THE UK 
CONTRIBUTION EOR 1977 WOULD BE INCREASED TO 20 MILLION 
POUNDS IN 1977 (VERSUS 16 MILLION POUNDS IN 1976 OR 
AN INCREASE OE 25 PERCENT IN MONETARY TERMS). THE UK 
SPOKESMAN ALSO CONFIRMED THAT IS PLEDGE TO THE UNITED 
NATIONS FUND FOR POPULATION ACTIVITIES (UNFPA) IN 1977-78 
WOULD BE 3 MILLION POUNDS COMPARED TO 2 MILLION POUNDS 
THE PREVIOUS YEAR. 
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